‘Investigators’ Hound 
Auto Safety Witness 


By Kicn&rd Harwood 


Washington Pos 
A few months after the 
publication of Ralph Nader’s 
critical book on American au- 
tomobiles, “Unsafe At Any 
Speed,” detective agencies in 
Washington, Boston and New 
York began an investigation 
into his background and 
habits. 

Did he have a normal sex 
life? Was he anti-Semitic? Did 
he belong to left-wing politi- 
cal groups? Was he a licensed 
driver? Was he professionally 
competent? 

Other curious things began 
happening, according to an 
article by James Ridgeway in 
the current issue of The New 
Republic. 

Nader was bothered by 
pointless telephone calls on 
the eve of his testimony on 
auto safety before a Congres- 
sional committee. People be- 
gan following him. 

An attractive brunette so- 
licited his company at a cas- 
ual meeting in a drug store 
on Feb. 20. Three days later 
he was approached by a blond 
in a supermarket who invited 
him to her apartment to move 
furniture around. 

Investigators questioned his 
friends, his college professors, 
and a writer who had reviewed 
his book. They claimed Nader 
bad applied for a job and 
were checking him out. It 
was a plausible excuse but it 
was untrue. Nader was not 
job hunting. 

He was, instead,' pursuing 
his interest in what is wrong 
with American cars— prepar- 
ing testimony for Congress 
and preparing for a meeting 
with the auto makers in De- 
troit. 

Was it the auto makers who 
had developed this unusual in- 
terest in a 32-year-old Con- 
necticut lawyer? 

Neither Nader nor reporter 
Ridgeway could find out. 

One investigating firm, Al- 
lied Investigating Service of 
Washington, refused to discuss 
the matter with Ridgeway ini- 
tially and then denied it bad 
any interest in Nader. 

The Boston detective firm. 
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brushed off the reporter with: 
‘I am not at liberty to discuss 
these matters.” 

The New York firm, Vincent 
Gillen Associates of Garden 
City, admitted asking about 
Nader for a “client . . . con- 
sidering him for an important 
job, to do research or some- 
thing.” 

Gillen told Ridgeway the in- 
vestigation is incomplete and 
“all I can say is, it is good 
for Nader.” 

Nader, however, does not 
feel good about it. “They 
can’t hurt me,” he said, “ask- 
ing about my sex life, my 
drinking habits and things like 
that. I’m not vulnerable. But 
it’s a strange thing. Suppose 
I were married pnd had sev- 
eral children and someone 
turned up something em- 
banassing. It would be an in- 
timidation for a writer. 

“I think it’s wrong, if any- 
one disagrees with my book ■ 
or what I’ve had to say, to turn - 
it into something personal like ) 
this. Let them debate the is- J 
sues, instead of this kind of ’ 
thing.” 



